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for the verification of the content of these re-
marks.
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Mr.  Secretary-General, distinguished
heads of state and government, your
Excellencies, guests: First, | think I can speak
for all of us in thanking the Secretary-Gen-
eral for his remarks, for his hospitality, and
most important of all, for his very strong lead-
ership of the United Nations.

Mr. Secretary-General, you have taken the
ideas of peace, help, and security that are
at the heart of the U.N.’s mission and worked
hard to make them a reality. As the cold war
has ended, the world has looked to the U.N.
for even more assistance and leadership. You
have met this challenge by effectively placing
the U.N. at the forefront of international af-
fairs. Your leadership has been particularly
apparent in the improvements of the U.N.’s
peacekeeping operations. There are now ap-
proximately 70,000 peacekeepers deployed
around the world, some 5 times the number
when you took office. Collaboration among
nations is improving, and the operations are
growing more efficient.

Your initiatives at the Cairo conference,
your efforts to improve coordination of de-
velopment assistance, the establishment of an
independent inspector general and meaning-
ful cost controls and your work to improve
the U.N.’s field operations, all these are tes-
taments to your outstanding leadership.

Above all, you have focused on the use
of diplomacy to prevent bloodshed and con-
flict and on building the kinds of permanent
institutions that lead to long-term stability
within and, as you have so elogquently stated,
among nations. For these things and more,
all of us applaud you.

Today, opportunities abound to build a
world in which democracy reigns. Respect
for human rights is the rule. Political stability
expands. Economic prosperity is shared by
all. These things will not occur, however, un-
less we commit ourselves to a cooperative
spirit unmatched in all human history. That
is our challenge.
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As leaders of member states, we must take
responsibility for making the U.N. more re-
sponsive and more effective than it has ever
been. Only in this way can the U.N. remain
a positive force for change and a symbol of
justice and hope for the world.

Mr. Secretary-General, you have kept our
focus on building the kind of organization
that can effectively turn our ideals into re-
ality. We thank you for your vision.

As the United Nations approaches its 50th
birthday, let us all pledge to continue to work
together for the promise of a better tomor-
row. And let us raise our glasses in toast to
the Secretary-General and to that promise.

NoTe: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. at the
United Nations Building.
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Thank you very much, Mr. Secretary; and
thank you, Ambassador Albright, and thank
you for your outstanding leadership in the
United Nations.

Most of what | have to say | have already
said to the United Nations today. And we
did not ask you to come here to listen to
speeches, but simply to enjoy yourselves and
to give us a chance to say thank you for your
friendship to the United States and your co-
operation with the United States.

I’'m very glad to be here in one of our Na-
tion’s truly outstanding institutions, this mag-
nificent museum, and particularly in this
place. When | walked in, the Foreign Min-
ister of Egypt rolled his eyes at me because
here we are. |1 do want to say that I am here
out of respect for Egyptian culture, not be-
cause | am a candidate for pharaoh.

I would just leave you with this one
thought. We have an enormous opportunity
today. Every day we get up and we read
about all the problems we have in the world,
and most of the discussions in the United
Nations are focused on those problems. But
the way that we talk about them is made pos-
sible because of the triumph of democracy,
the triumph of freedom, the end of the cold
war, the possibilities open to us by the global



